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would likely get lower in the same listening test. In contrast, students with right-brain or whole-
brain dominance would likely get higher score in the reading test while those with left-brain
dominance will likely get lower score in the same reading test.

Table 3: Correlation Results between Learning Styles and Receptive Skills

Computed Critical value
Macro Skill N DF Interpretation
Value of r ofrat0.05
Listening 160 158 -0.1057 0.164 Not Significant
Reading 160 158 0.0496 0.164 Not Significant

4.2 Learning Styles and Receptive Skills by Age Group

A. Learning Styles and Listening Skill By Age Group. As shown in Table 4, the

correlation results between students' learning style and listening skill in terms of their ages
revealed a significant correlation only among the "19 and 20 years old" students; their learning
style was negatively and significantly related with their listening skill. This was evidenced by
their computed value of r of -0.1647 which is greater than the critical value of r of 0.164. This
implies that students aged 19 and 20 years old with left-brain dominance tended to be better
listeners than the whole or right-brained students.

B. Learning Styles and Reading Skill By Age Group. The correlation analysis employed
between learning style and reading skill when data were categorized according to age revealed no

significant relationship in all of the 4 age groups (See Table 4).

Table 4: Correlation Results between Learning Styles and Receptive Skills by Age Group

Computed Value of r Critical Value of r
Interpretation
Age Group Listening Reading at 0.05 level
16 Years old & Below -0.1827 -0.0047 0.317 All Not Sig.
17 & 18 Years old -0.1827 0.1751 0.64 All Not Sig.
19 & 20 Years old 0.1647* 0.0797 0.164 *Significant
21 Years old & Above 0.0098 0.0558 0.4 All Not Sig.
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4.3 Learning Styles and Receptive Skills by Gender

When students' learning styles were correlated with listening and reading skills by
gender, it was found out that the learning styles of both male and female students were not
significantly correlated with their listening and reading skills. It implies that students’ being male
or female has nothing to do with their performance in the listening and reading tests; they may get
high or low in the two receptive skill tests regardless of their gender (See Table 5).

Table 5: Correlation Results between Learning Styles and Receptive Skills by Gender

Gender n Computed Value of r Critical Value of r at Interpretation
Listening Reading 0.05 level

Male 68 -0.0867 0.0413 0.164 All Not Sig.

Female 92 -0.1162 0.0594 0.164 All Not Sig.

4.4 Learning Styles and Receptive Skills by Specialization

As presented in Table 6, the Pearson r result revealed that students' learning styles had
no significant relationship with their listening and reading proficiency by area of specialization.
This means that students’ learning styles had nothing to do with their listening and reading
skills although the data tended to show that the right-brained or whole-brained students from
the two colleges involved were likely to get higher scores in the Reading Comprehension Test;

whereas the left-brained, lower scores in the same test (Table 6).

Table 6: Correlation Results between Learning Styles and Receptive Skills by Specialization

Area of n Computed Value of r Critical Value of r Interpretation
Specialization at 0.05 level
Listening Reading
Liberal Arts 80 -0.0515 0.0413 0.183 All Not Sig.
Engineering 80 -0.1073 0.0594 0.183 All not Sig.
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S. CONCLUSION & DISCUSSION

The study concluded that most of the respondents of the study were left-brained (75%).
This implies that the university or the Philippine school system as a whole has succeeded in
developing the left-brain hemisphere of the students while the right-brain hemisphere seemed
neglected. The study recommends that teachers help develop both hemispheres of the brain
through diversified teaching activities and experiences.

The study also revealed that the respondents had generally low proficiency level in the
receptive skill tests. It implies that there is a need to improve students’ English proficiency
particularly in listening and reading. With this, the study recommends that English professors
include in their respective subjects activities that may help enhance students’ poor reading and
listening comprehension skills as these are the key to understanding all other information written
in English.

Moreover, the study showed that respondents’ learning styles were not significantly
related with their listening skill (r=-0.1057) and reading skill (r= 0.0496) at p<0.05; however, the
two were significantly related when data were grouped according to age specifically among the
“19 and 20 years old” students whose learning style had a negative and significant relationship
with their listening skill (r = -0.1647). It implies that as the left-brained learners grow older, they
become better listeners while the right-brained and whole-brained counterparts became poorer

listeners.
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Abstract

This study is a descriptive research using the case study, qualitative and quantitative methods of
data collection. The research was meant to identify existing Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) with
peace programs. The study attempted to identify the challenges and coping mechanisms encountered by
NGOs in the implementation of peace programs. A total of 48 NGOs were included in the study and
triangulation method was utilized. It is concluded that NGOs in Mindanao implement programs related to respect
for life by keeping self and family whole; upholding human dignity by protecting human rights and improving the
welfare of disadvantaged and advocating freedom of expression; promoting non-violence by encouraging
dialogue and negotiation; promoting tolerance by respecting diversity of cultures/ethnicity and appreciating
religious differences. Care for the earth and Sharing with others are also implemented through alliances. It is
recommended that VSOs should make a solid stand on peace issues in Mindanao. Strong partnerships between
NGOs and people’s organizations (Pos) should be enhanced and funding agencies should finance organizing,
lower requirements for small NGOs, contextualize programs and make baseline data a pre-requisite for release
and monitoring of funds. The academic institutions should integrate peace education in their curricula and must
actively coordinate with NGOs to share their expertise in terms of data, skills, and technology as well as share
results or output of researches. An enhanced NGO-government-academe-LGU partnership must be

strengthened.

Keywords : Non-Governmental Organizations, Peace programs, Implementation

1. INTRODUCTION

Over the years, the role of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in peace and
development has gradually been recognized. Its explosive growth as a major collective actor in
development activities has been witnessed by the public. In the Philippines, participation of
voluntary sector organizations in the general development processes has actually been identified and
encouraged in the Constitution as a state policy [1]. The NGOs are also called Voluntary Sector
Organizations (VSOs) civil society organizations, independent sector, civil society, grassroots
organizations, private voluntary organizations, self-help organizations and non-state actors [2]. Their
characteristics are independent, non-governmental bodies; established voluntarily by people who
choose to organize, motivated by the desire to further social, cultural or environmental objectives
rather than simply to make a profit. These groups are committed to make a massive contribution to

the social, economic, cultural and environmental well being of the people [3].
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In Mindanao, NGOs are potent forces which manifest their willingness and commitment to
work for peace. The government’s inability to provide majority of its population access to basic
health, education, agriculture, human rights, justice and social equity, have motivated them to act.
They are led and guided by professionals, farmers, fisher-folks, urban poor, religious organizations,
and indigenous communities [4]. Unfortunately, their potentials have not been fully given
recognition and their stories have not been widely shared.

NGOs also do varied activities in the promotion of peace. Their interventions are along the area
of Culture of Peace. According to UNESCO’s Declaration, peace has six (6) aspects: respect of life,
upholding human dignity, promoting non-violence, promoting tolerance, care for the earth, our
common home, and sharing with others[5]. Some of their activities include conducting social
mobilization, empowering people, generating small-scale livelihood projects, reducing potential
conflicts to marginalized and impoverished groups[5] Some organizations conduct researches, lobby
for new policies and structural change, and provide basic health and childcare services in places
lacking government services. They also support community organizing and participate in
development programs. These activities are evident in the peace intervention programs of Non-
Government Organizations like Silsilah Dialogue Movement, Xavier Agricultural Extension Services,
Nagdilaab Foundation Incorporated, Institute for Peace and Development, Institute for Autonomy and
Governance and many others.

With the increased roles of NGOs in peace and development, they have transformed
themselves into major actors in voicing out the interests of the people. It is just but proper to
document what they have done in the Culture of Peace aspects and relay their stories. For this reason,
this study is an attempt to systematically identify NGOs in Mindanao with peace and development
intervention programs, along the six themes under the Culture of Peace of UNESCO’s declaration
namely respect for life, upholding human dignity, promoting non-violence, promoting tolerance, care
for the earth, and sharing with other. The study also identifies the challenges encountered by these
NGOs in the implementation of the peace programs, and their coping mechanisms. The results may
serve as a guide for the community, government, new voluntary sector organizations and the academe
in designing, and showcasing peace intervention programs. The outcome of this study can be a
source of information to find innovative ways in the promotion of peace and development in
Mindanao and determine how these organizations can be sustained after the commitment of funders

are discontinued.

2. RELATED WORKS

2.1 Conceptual Framework of the Study
Figure 1 presents a schematic diagram showing the conceptual framework that enabled the

investigation of the variables of the study.
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Figure 1. The Conceptual Paradigm of the Study

The conceptual framework of the study identifies the non-governmental organizations with
peace programs related to the six themes of peace. The study identified the programs, the challenges
encountered in the implementation of the programs and the coping mechanisms by which these
challenges were overcome. The diagram also shows the culture of peace as a result of the coping

mechanisms the NGOs to the challenges set by the community.

2.2 Significance of the Study

This study is useful to the community, civil society, and voluntary sector groups,
government, the academe, funding institutions and researchers operating in Mindanao and the whole
country. The peace interventions will showcase the role non-governmental organizations play in
peace programs. This will also improve collaborative work towards peace and development in the
region. These aforementioned information and documentation of the challenges and coping
mechanisms of NGOs can also assist in policy formulation and serve as a source of feedback for

government and funding institutions.

3. METHODOLOGY

The study involved qualitative and quantitative methods of data collection and analysis. The
research design/method used is the case study method. The units of analyses are the voluntary sector
organizations or non-governmental organizations and their peace intervention programs.
Triangulation method of data gathering was employed which included documentary analysis of
secondary data, interview of NGO heads, directors and focus group discussions with direct program

implementers.

4. RESULT

1. Identified NGOs
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For Western Mindanao, 48 VSOs were included in the study. Fourteen of these VSOs render two

or more functions for their recipients where 80 percent undertake service oriented activities, 66.6

percent have advocacy type of activities, and about 61.1 percent conduct capability building

activities such as echo seminars on environmental awareness and livelihood trainings. Very few

VSOs (22.2%) extend credit and microfinance assistance to recipients. NGOs render two or more

functions for their recipients where they undertake service-oriented and capability-building

activities. Only a few NGOs give credit and micro-finance assistance. Other activities undertaken
by NGOs are networking with other VSOs and/or providing post-conflict interventions. The
recipients of programs are mostly children, women, urban/rural poor, farmers and fishermen. For

Region XII, the recipients are the Bangsamoro Civil Society, children, women, internally

displaced persons, rebel returnees, farmers, fisherfolks, indigenous people, urban poor, Tri-

people, conflict affected/MNLF communities and combatants. They are poor people caught in
war-striken communities in the Central Mindanao area.
2. Implementation of NGOs Peace Intervention Programs Related to Peace Themes:

a. Respect for Life - The activities of NGOs “always” promote personal and family integrity
and reproductive freedom and responsibility. Activities related to cooperative child caring are
not a priority of the NGOs.

b. Upholding Human Dignity - Activities to uphold human dignity have “always” been the
focus of the NGOs. A high mean rating is registered for both indicators of “Teaching of
major faiths” and “Protecting human rights”. Reducing armed conflict and war was also
rated as “always” done.

c. Promoting Non-Violence - The NGOs “always” advocate peaceful settlement of disputes or
conflicts through dialogue and negotiation between parties involved. To seek truth and
justice for solidarity and reconciliation is likewise encouraged by NGOs to promote non-
violence. Relevant programs mentioned are peace education and advocacy, rights-based
peace and development, and support to Mindanao peace process.

d. Promoting Tolerace — The NGOs are “always” promoting tolerance by advocating respect
for diversity of cultures/ethnicity and appreciation for religious differences. The activities
focus on conflict resolution and transformation with greater sensitivity to diverse culture and
religious differences in the area.

e. Care for the Earth - Care for the earth is a peace intervention implemented and given
importance by NGOs in both regions through the promotion of environmental awareness on
recycling and global warming (X=3.68 and 3.5), and support to anti-logging laws and anti-
deforestation activities (X=3.06) in Region IX. Protest on heavy militarization in the area is
also given attention, especially in Region XII (X=3.4).

f. Sharing with Others - Programs of NGOs concerning Sharing with others are done by

providing support to activities of other NGOs through alliances. Some NGOs provide support
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for entrepreneurs, and offer skills trainings, livelihood and marketing. Convergence of
services are commonly practiced between NGOs and government line agencies such as
Department of Social Work and Development (DSWD), Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE), Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), Department of Agriculture
(DA) and other government agencies.

3. The challenges of NGOs include:

a. Unstable peace and order situation is the number one challenge confronting majority of the
VSOs in performing their mission.

b. Evolving meaningful policies to make autonomy in Southern Philippines an effective tool for
peace and development. The thrust is to bring together individuals and institutions within and
outside the country in promoting coordination and synergy in policy studies on self-
determination, ancestral domain and reconstruction.

c. The implementation of Indigenous Peoples Rights to Self-determination Advocacy. Years of
neglect, exploitation, and marginalization rendered the IP communities highly suspicious to
engage with NGOs. Breaking down biases and prejudices that continue to be nurtured by
various tribes against others, is indeed a challenge. NGOs are continuously resolving social
problems of Christians, and Lumad village folks, which include poverty, minimal delivery of
basic services, and limited access to education, health, economic enterprise, and legal
support.

d. Raising the level of awareness of communities on the importance of environmental care.
NGOs are concerned with convincing the people to support and promote the watershed
protection program, forest conservation, and awareness on the ill effects of mining on health,
the environment, ancestral domain, sacred places and places of worship.

e. Lobbying for Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program beneficiaries claims

f. Increasing cases referred on violence against women and children

g. Lack of institutional support for visually impaired persons, persons with hearing disability,
orthopedic cases and other persons with disability (PWD)

h. Strengthening partnerships with funders due to lack of financial support for VSOs

i. Breaking the cycle of dependence among recipients by moving from giving of dole-outs to
establishing a human development program

j- The pursuit of cleaning the government of all corrupt practices. Some VSOs are actively

supporting in crafting and implementing reform policies.

5. CONCLUSIONS & DISCUSSION

Based on the findings of this study, it is concluded that NGOs in both regions implement
programs and projects on respect for life by keeping self and family whole; upholding human dignity

by protecting human rights and improving the welfare of disadvantaged and advocating freedom of
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